SUMMARY One thousand consecutive new male patients attending a clinic for sexually transmitted diseases were screened with Wood's light for the presence of genital vitiligo. Two patients had idiopathic vitiligo and one probable occupational vitiligo.
Introduction
Patients and methods
Vitiligo presents as a relatively mild disability in fairskinned persons although some patients experience undue redness of the skin when exposed to strong sunlight. However 21 and 50 years, were found to have idiopathic vitiligo of the penis; further examination of their body surface revealed vitiligo of the hands and ankles in the older man only. The scrotum was not affected in either of these men. Organ-specific antibody screening gave a negative result in both cases.
Discussion
Genital vitiligo was detect A in natural light and confirmed under Wood's light in three of 1000 men studied. It is likely that regular screening of male adults in this Newcastle clinic would yield about 18 cases annually.
The association between vitiligo and autoimmune disease is well established. The incidence of thyroid antibodies in men with vitiligo has been reported to be 2301,1 so it is not surprising that organ-specific antibodies were not found in our two patients; in occupational vitiligo there is apparently no increase in the incidence of these antibodies. 3 The detection of one case of probable chemically induced vitiligo suggests that patients with this T R Moss and C J Stevenson unusual occupational disease may conceivably present and be recognised in STD clinics, so leading to their being given advice about exposure to the offending chemical. 
